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Tomato yellow leaf curl virus is considered one of the most important limiting factors of tomato crop in 
Southern Iran. In order to study the distribution of TYLCV in Tehran province (Central Iran), plant 
samples were collected from tomato fields and greenhouses in this province during 2007 and 2008. Plants 
showing symptoms of tomato yellow leaf curl disease such as yellowing, stunting, leaf curl and flower 
senescence, were collected from Pakdasht (32 samples), Varamin (27 samples), Islamshahr (19 samples) 
and Karaj (11 samples) regions of the province. The virus was detected using a PCR technique with 
TYLCV specific primers. A viral DNA fragment of 670 bp including a part of coat protein and movement 
protein genes was amplified. The TYLCV DNA fragment was detected in 23 samples of Pakdasht, 19 
samples of Varamin and 11 samples of Islamshahr, while none of the samples collected from Karaj 
showed infection. These results indicate a high level of TYLCV infection in tomato production fields and 
greenhouses in Tehran province, for the first time.  


