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Effect of dry stress on cucumber seed germination and vegetative growth 
 

To evaluate dry stress effect (0, -0.05, -0.15, -0.3, -0.49 and -0.73 MPa) on percentage and rate of 
cucumber seed germination and also its effect (0, -0.15, -0.49 and -1.03 MPa) on cucumber growth and 
vegetative characters, a split experiment was carried out in a completely randomized design in Isfahan 
university of technology. The results showed that with the decrease of water potential, percentage of seed 
germination was decreased, and mean time of germination and time of 50% germination were increased. 
Percentages of seeds germination in -0.05, -0.15 and -0.3 MPa were not significantly different from those 
of control seeds. So, cucumber is relatively tolerant to dry at the stage of seed germination. With the 
decrease of water potential, chlorophyll rate in the leaves was increased and the highest chlorophyll rate 
was observed in plantlets treated with -1.03 MPa solution. Over time, leaf number in plantlets was 
decreased and chlorophyll rate in leaves was increased.            

 


