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Abstract

To study the effects of planting substrates, rice hull, perlite, sawdust and zeolite on vegetative and
reproductive growth of bell pepper, a greenhouse experiment was conducted using a completely
randomized design with 4 replications. Growing media (treatments) were rice hull (100%), perlite
(100%), coarse sawdust (100%), rice hull (75%) + zeolite (25%), perlite (75%) + zeolite (25%),
sawdust (75%) + zeolite (25%), rice hull (50%) + perlite (50%), sawdust (50%) + perlite (50%)
and rice hull (50%) + sawdust (50%). Results showed that highest vegetative growth was
produced by perlite (75%) + zeolite (25%), but lowest by rice hull and sawdust. Perlite (75%) +
zeolite (25%) produced highest fruit No. and yield while sawdust (75%) + zeolite (25%)
produced lowest fruit number per plant. Rice hull (100%) and rice hull (50%) + sawdust (50%)
produced lowest fruit weight. Results also showed that adding zeolite and perlite to rice hull or
sawdust increased vegetative growth and yield compared to pure media.
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