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Abstract
Sour cherry (Prunus cerasus) and sweet cherry (Prunus avium) are the main fresh fruits and are
produced about two million tons in the worldwide annually. Due to high demand to them,
producing new cultivars with high yield is so important. The most important aims of breeding of
cherries are producing dwarfing rootstocks, increasing yield and adapting to different climates
and soils. The first step towards the conducting of breeding programs is collection, identification
and evaluation of germplasm of any region for specific crop. Iran is one of the most important
origins of Cerasus sub-genus in the world; therefore, collection, maintaining and evaluation of
this valuable germplasm are essential for developing new cultivars. The aim of current study is to
collect wild genotypes of Cerasus sub-genus from some regions of Iran to establish a wild
genotypes collection of cherries to evaluation them for breeding programs. Seeds of their plants
were collected from nature regions of them and then planted in horticulture central researches of
University of Tehran. Primary studies showed that it had high morphological diversity among
them.
Keywords: Sweet cherry, Sour cherry, Germplasm, Morphological diversity, Plant breeding.
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