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Abstract 
 

Relation between different vegetative traits and fire blight resistance in quince (Cydonia 
oblonga) genotypes 

 
Fire blight caused by Erwinia amylovora (Burrill) Winslow et al. is the catastrophic bacterial 

diseases of pome fruits. The quince (Cydonia oblonga Mill.) tree usually suffers more damages than 
other hosts. In this research, 14 quince genotypes from central region of Iran were evaluated for fire 
blight resistance in the greenhouse condition, using Ea273, S1 and Z1 isolates of bacteria. PH2 and 
NB3 genotypes with 71.5 and 100% final disease progress, respectively showed the lowest and highest 
symptoms. To Analysis the correlation of various vegetative characteristics with fire blight resistance, 
some of characteristics, such as tree vigor, internode number, tree diameter, bud burst date and 
lignification rate were measured before inoculating the shoots. At the beginning period of disease (first 
4 days) necrotic progress did not have correlation with final resistance of genotypes. Correlation 
analysis between different characteristics demonstrated the highest relation of fire blight resistance 
with bud burst date, especially, at the final period of disease development in the shoots. It means that 
pre-leafing genotypes tended to more susceptibility to the disease. Correlation analysis of various 
vegetative characteristics with fire blight tolerance can be useful in recognition of defensive structure 
and breeding programs in quinces. 
 

  


