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Seed dormancy is a process which even in suitable environment conditions for germination 
prevents germination. This status exists in Prunus fruit trees seeds. Current study was performed 
to evaluate chemical scarification and chilling requirement on seeds of four wild subgenus 
Cerasus genotyps. The treatments included chemical scarification (98% sulfuric acid treatment) 
for 0, 10, 20 minuets and moist chilling of seeds mixed with moist perlite for 60, 90, 120 days at 4 
°C. Treatments in the experimental layout were complete randomized design (CRD) in a factorial 
arrangement with three replications. Results revealed that Prunus mahaleb had maximum 
germination percent rather than other genotyps. The most amount of germination in Prunus 
mahaleb was 63% in 120 days treatment and chilling for short period of time was caused to 
reduced seed germination. There was no significant difference among sulfuric acid treatments. 
Prunus microcarpa had 9% germination after 120 days chilling and other two genotypes had no 
germination. With respect to very low germination of these wild genotypes, it seemed that their 
seeds had higher inhibitor substances and also more impermeable shell compared to other species 
of Cerasus subgenus. 
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