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An investigation of life table studies of Anagyrus sp.
a parasitoid of Pseudococcus viburni in Iran

Heidari, M. R.", shaigan, Sh.? and vahedi, H. A}
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Abstract

Tea mealy bug (Pseudococcus viburni) is one of the most important pests on tea in the world. The
best way, to control this pest is use of natural enemies (parasitoids & predators). Anagyrus sp.
Which collected and identified from north of Iran could be control this pest especially in low
populations. The life table parameter of mealy bug P. viburni and its encyrtid endoparasitiod were
studied, under laboratory condition at 25 + 1 °C and 60 + 10 % . Results indicated that there is a
strong biological harmony between the pest & its natural enemy for a successful biocontrol
programmed. How ever under our trial condition, the parasitoid should tolerate the lower
temperature better than its host (tp. for parasitoid & its host was calculated 6.85 °C and 7.90 °C
respectively). Finally we strongly recommended that this parasitoid together with Cryptolaemus
montrouzieri could be the ultimate solution to keep the pest under economic injury level.

Key words: Tea, Pseudococcus viburni, Anagyrus sp., Life table parameter and Iran.
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