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Figure 1: Date of transplanting on dried 
and fresh biomass yield
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Figure 2: Effect of density on dried and fresh biomass yield
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Effect of date of seedling planting and density of peppermint (Mentha piperita) on 

quantitative yield and essential oil 
  

,Abdollah MollFilabi, Majid Amini Dehaghi  

 
Abstract 
Mint (Mentha piperita) has extensive uses in food and drug technology. Mint essential oil is one of the 
most applicable essential oil at the world.  Menthol as peppermint essential oil has anti-bacterial properties 
and used in throat and mouth washing solutions. Also it has anti inflammatory effect. With respect to 
different requirements of ecological factors of plant species ad effects of agronomical parameters on yield 
and yield components of medicinal plants, determining of optimum date of transplanting and plant 
population foe peppermint to obtain highest yield of dry biomass and rate of essential oil have been among 
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the purposes of this experiment. Two dates of seedling planting (late of April and late of July) and three 
plant densities (50*20, 50*30 and 50*40 cm) was studied in split plot experiment at CRB design with 3 
replications on yield, yield components and essential oil rate. Traits that were measured at two cuts at field 
and lab are plant establishment rate, secondary shoot no., plant cover, plant height, fresh and dried weight 
of leaves and stems number in plant, fresh and dried biomass per ha, essential oil percent and yield. Mean 
of traits in each cut were compared by Duncan’s test at 5% level, separately. Also, mean of some traits in 
sum of two cuts were compared. Results show that date of seedling planting had significant effect on plant 
height, fresh weight of stem and dried weight of leaves per plant at the first cut. Date of seedling planting 
had no significant effect at the second cut. Plant density had significant effect on secondary shot no., dried 
and fresh biomass and essential oil yield at the first cut, but had no significant effect at the second cut. 
Plant density had significant effect on dried and fresh biomass in sum of two cuts, that the highest fresh 
and dried biomass obtained in 50*20 (35.78 and 8.91 tone per ha, respectively). Totally, first date of 
seedling planting with 50*20 is advisable for maximum secondary stem number (41 stems per plant), 
biological and economical yield and essential oil rate (91.31 kg per ha.). 
Keywords: density, essential oil, peppermint (Mentha piperita), seedling planting, yield 


