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Abstract
Lemon thyme (Thymusx citriodorus (Pers.) Schreb) is a perennial subshrub medicinal plant belonging

to the Lamiaceae (Labiatae) family. It is a hybrid of Thymus pulegioides and Thymus vulgaris. It has
been used as a diaphoretic and for bronchitis. The oil has been found to possess antimicrobial and
antifungal activity. This research was carried out in 2006 at the Botanical Garden of Zardband
Pharmaceutical Co. in north of Tehran, Iran to study the effect of harvest Time on the essential oil

quantity and quality of LemonThyme (Thymus x citriodorus). The aerial parts of 2- year old plants

were harvested from June until the end of July in 2008 at four various phonological stages such as: 1)
before flowering stage; 2) at beginning of flowering stage; 3) at full flowering step and 4) at fruit set

stage, then, air- dried. The oil isolated by hydro-distillation from the herb of 7x citriodorus in the
Clevenger-type apparatus. It was analyzed by GC and GC/MS. The highest essential oil content
(2.21%) was extracted at beginning of flowering stage. Geraniol was the major (54.2-72.5%)

component. The highest geraniol (72.5%) was identified from the essential oil at before flowering
stage
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