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Evaluation the effects of thinning chemical agents on thinning percent and quality of
apricot cv ‘Gerdi ’
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2-Ph.D Professor of Horticulture Science, College of Agriculture, Shiraz University

Abstract:

In orther to evaluate the effects of plant growth regulators on thinning and quality of apricot
fruit (Prunus armeniaca L. cv. Gerdi), NAA( 10, 20 and 40 mg I ), NAD( 20, 40 and 80 mg
I'") , ethephon( 50, 100 and 200 mg "' ) and urea( 0.2%, 0.4% and 0.6%) were applied 3
weeks after full bloom (AFB) on Gerdi apricot trees at the commercial orchard in Neyriz,
Iran. Results in 2006-2007 shown that application of NAA (40 mgl™), NAD (40 and 80 mg I

", ethephon and urea in all concentrations significantly increased fruit thinning. Also NAD,
urea in all treatments and NAA (20, 40 mg 1'1) significantly increased fruit weight and
volume. Overall, results showed that fruit thinning of Gerdi apricot 3 weeks AFB induced

fruit thinning and improved fruit weight, volume, TSS, TA and dry nut weight.
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