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Abstract

Witches’ broom disease of Mexican lime BBL), caused by a phytoplasma (CandidaRistoplasma
aurantifolia) is a lethal disease of Mexican lime and otheisiie citrusspecies. Use of resistant cultivars is the
most economical and safest way for control of thiggase. In order to introduce citrus cultivargstast or tolerant
to WBDL for using in breeding programs or in ali@iae cultures, in the present study @f@us genotypes were
evaluated for WBDL using graft inoculation methddhe inoculated trees were evaluated for the symgtafter 14
and 26 months. Direct PCR using rel/rf1 primergaird nested PCR usiRd./P7 and R16F2n/R16R2 primer pairs
were performed to test the existence of the phggiph. The results of this study showed that thetgpas were
placed in one of the following group; tolerant (P@Rs positive but symptoms were negative); resigtasth PCR
and symptoms were negative) and sensitive (both RG& symptoms were positive). Some of the resistant
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genotypes evaluated in this study are suggested tsed for crossing with Mexican lime in produciteyv resistant
cultivars or may be used for substitution of seéwsicultivars.
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