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Abstract

Crop load without thinning in the most fruit trees result to decrease fruits size and quality. In this study, effect of
fruit thinning on some quantitative and qualitative characteristics of kiwifruit cv. Hayward was investigated
according to a completely randomized design with three replications. Kiwifruit vines were thinning at 28 days
after fruit set by hand, the control vine was not thinned. Fruits were harvested at commercial mature time with

6.2 Brix. Some fruit characteristics such as flesh firmness, total soluble solid (TSS), titratable acidity (TA),

TSS/TA, fruit size (length and width), fruit weight and dry matter was measured in harvested fruits. The results
showed that fruits thinning significantly increased fruit weight, fruit length and width, total soluble solid (TSS)
content and fruits dry matter content as compared to control. Overall, although fruit thinning was rarely
conducted in Hyward kiwifruit orchard, but removing small fruits as soon as set can significantly increase fruit
fresh quality and storage life by improving fruit taste and dry matter respectively.
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