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Abstract

Artemisia persica Bios- locally named Joshan- is traditionally used to cure different diseases i.e. malaria, hepatitis,
neurological diseases and so on. The aim of this research was to study the morphological, phonological and essential
oil characteristics of A. persica grown at two altitudes of ¥V« and Yo++ m above sea level in Lorestan province,
Iran. The results showed that altitude had significant effect on plant height, length and number of inflorescences,
canopy size, fresh and dry weight of flowers at P<+,:© and on leaf size, flowering time, essential oil content and
yield at P<+,+Y. However, its effect on number of lateral branches was not significant. Plants grown at Yo++ m
above sea level showed lower vegetative and reproductive characteristics and flowered two weeks later compared
with plants grown at ¥)++ m. Moreover, oil content was increased with increasing altitude so that oil content and
yield were higher in plants grown at Yo+ (V,YV7 and +,°° g plant-Y) compared with those in plants grown at ¥V«
m (+,°¢Z and +,¥4 g plant-), respectively.
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