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Developing a new concept for sustainable urban park design in Iran

Fatemeh Kazemi'*

1" Assistant Professor, Department of Horticulture and Landscape, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
Mashhad, Iran
*Corresponding Author: fatemeh.kazemi@um.ac.ir

Abstract

In development and management of contemporary parks in Iran, shortage of natural
resources especially water in one side and the need for intensive labor work and inputs
including fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides, imported seeds and even fossil fuels for
pruning and mowing in other sides are the factors that when they are in one line, they can
present the act that development of green spaces especially current park construction
practices impose high financial costs to the country. It also damages integrity of the
environment and sustainable use of resources for future generation.

Relatively a new concept for sustainable urban design including landscape design is
developing. Some of these concepts are water sensitive urban design and xeriscaping that
their aims and principles can be used in park design in Iran with some considerations to
climate, culture and economics of Iran. In other words, changes in design, construction
and maintenance of urban parks in Iran with optimization a combination of sustainable
strategies presented in the world can result in developing a new concept for sustainable
park design in Iran. Using such new concept, the first demonstration park with an aim to
develop sustainability in park design in Mashhad was design by the author and with the
support of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad and Parks and Green Space organization of
Mashhad municipality.

Keywords: Sustainability, urban park, low water need, low maintenance, xeriscape, water sensitive
urban design
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