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Effect of differemt "cover types on the plant growth and development period
(sowing-emergence, emergence-anthesis, anthesis-maturity and sowing-first harvest)
and on yield. of watermelen were investigated.

In this study 6 hybrids and 4 open pollinated cultivars were grown in glasshouse, high
tunnel, low tunnel and in open field. Sowing times were 7th of December for
glasshouse, 11th of January for high tunnel, 4th February for low tunnel, and [5th of
March for open field growing. Plants weve prepared in glasshouse for all treatments.
Results of the trials have shown that there were significant effects of different cover
types on growing and developing periods and yield. The highest yield was obta.incd
from high tunnels whereas the lowest yield was obtained from open field.

Times for sowing - emergence, emergence-anthesis, anthesis-maturity and sowing-first
harvest was the largest in glasshouse whereas it was the shortest in open field. High and
low tunnels were found between glasshouse and openfield. However first harvests were
realised at the end of April in glasshouse, middle of May in high tunnel, end of May in
low tunnel and end of July in open field.

There were significant differences between the cultivars from the point of plant growth

and development periods as well as for yield.



