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Abstract

Tea plant (Camellia sinensis (L.) O. Kuntze) from Theaceace family is one of the basic and strategic
products in the north of Iran and the cheapest drink after water. Due to that many of this plant are degrading
because of to various causes, and in order to protect their germplasm, it is necessary to know the genetic
information of this plant. On the other hand, investigating and studying of genetic diversity in existing
genotypes is a fundamental step for selecting superior genotypes and cultivating of them for increasing the
production and quality of tea. In this study by used of 20 morphological characters genetic diversity of 25
tea samples under cultivation in Lahijan was investigated. Based on the data from this study, samples at
level 16 are divided into four groups. The first group was the largest group. Non-Darjeeling samples were
grouped together with Darjeeling samples due to the genotyping of Darjeeling. Based on the results,
clustering showed that grouping of samples was not match with the geographic distribution and we were
not found high level of morphological diversity in tea plants.
Keywords: Population diversity, Genotype, cluster, morphological Markers
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