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Abstract

Asteraceae is one of the largest families of flora of Iran and it is important from different aspects of
forage, industrial, medicinal, nutritional and ornamental. The genus Xeranthemum belongs to the family
Asteraceae which is ornamental and has 4 species in Iran. In order to morphology study, we collected
species of Xeranthemum from some parts of the country. With using morphological characters including
quantitative and qualitative vegetative and generative, 19 populations of genus Xeranthemum were
examined and studied morphometrically. The results of multivariate analysis (principal coordinates
analysis) showed that some characters such as height of plant, indumentum and color of phyllaries and
color of corolla of peripheral florets were taxonomically informative. It is established that the height of
plant and the color of phyllaries should be corrected in descriptions. Xeranthemum squarrosum is
reported from NE of Iran (North Khorasan province) for the first time here. Finally, reformed taxonomic
key of genus in Iran is presented.
Keywords: Asteraceae, MVSP, Numerical Taxonomy.3



