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The genetic diversity of ornamental plants is valuable resources that should be preserved. To 
evaluate genetic diversity within and between existing populations at the DNA level, the use of 
molecular markers is needed. However, developing different markers such as SNPs for non-
model plants can be challenging and cost prohibitive. There are limited numbers of ornamental 
plants that have publicly available complete genome sequences. Recent advances in high 
throughput next generation sequencing technology, have made it possible to analyze genome on 
a wide scale through genotyping by sequencing (GBS). This approach is based on reduction of 
genome complexity using restriction enzymes, and no prior genetic information is needed. 
Genetic diversity-focused GBS uses simultaneous genome sequencing and SNP calling to 
generate marker data for analyzing genetic diversity of non-model plants.  Eremurus, also known 
as foxtail lily, is a genus of Asphodelaceae family. There are 45 species of Erermurus in Eurasia, 
with 7 species and 4 subspecies being native to Iran. Most of these perennial species are of great 
horticultural value. There is no information about inter- and intra-species diversity in Eremurus 
germplasm. Therefore, gd-GBS is being used to characterize an Eremurus germplasm collection. 
Sampling was performed during spring and summer of 2015 and 2016 from different habitats of 
Iran. Among the collected samples, 96 accessions from 30 populations were selected to analyze 
genetic diversity. 
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The native cultivated apricots in Iran are grouped in Asian apricots and thus all are considered as 
self-incompatible. For economic production, adequate pollination of flowers is necessary that 
needs good orchard management and suitable climate. Planting self compatible cultivars make 
easy and possible establishing solid blocks of apricots and increasing unique fruit production. In 
this way and considering the priority of this subject in apricot breeding program in our institute, 
two commercial apricots namely: SHAMS and SHHROODI were crossed as fruiting plants with 
an Italian self-compatible apricot; to produce hybrid seeds with inherited Sc allele. Common 
techniques were applied to confirm the auto-fertility of some 4 years old hybrid plants. The 
successful transmission of self-compatibility allele in this article is presented. These hybrid 
plants are also producing high quality fruits. The fruits are characterized in this paper. This work 
shows the ease of Sc allele inheritance in apricots. 
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