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The production of sour and sweet cherry is increasing thanks to the recognition of nutritional and 
commercial value these fruit species have. Sour cherry has high level of antioxidant and 
bioactive components, and it is technologically suitable for numerous ways of processing. There 
are plenty of novel food products that may be made from sour cherry fruits. Sweet cherry is, 
behind its nutritional value, recognized as high income crop mainly used for consuming in fresh 
condition. Among plenty of known varieties spread internationally over majority of production 
areas, there is also growing interest for local varieties as a part of new and unique offer 
especially demanded by some categories of consumers. These varieties are not spread widely but 
may be of interest by producers that are searching for specific market niche, as well as 
consumers demanding for something unique. We give the review of native varieties of sour and 
sweet cherries grown in Croatia. Among sour cherries the most important are ‘Maraska’ and 
‘Oblačinska’, the first one by its unique aromas, high content of TSS and adaptability to grow in 
marginal growing areas, while the other one by its high yield that does not have the negative 
influence to the quality of fruits for juice and jam production and other processing purposes. 
These varieties grow as populations with high amount of accumulated variability and may be a 
source for clonal selection. We also give a review of internationally less known local varieties of 
sweet cherries grown in Croatia (‘Tugarka’, ‘Creska’, ‘Okićka’, ‘Gomilička’ etc.) grown within 
certain areas of production, providing their pomological and technological description, pointing 
out their adaptability to certain marginal producing conditions and other traits that may attract 
the interest growers internationally. 
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