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Social Entrepreneurship Based On Medicinal Plants in Golestan
Province

Khodayar Hemmati ", Mohammad Ali Dorri %, Seyed Ali Hoseini 3, Morteza Sadeghi ¢,
Ebrahim Mollaali 5, Kolsoum Ghaffari ¢, Farideh Bostanban ’
1" Department of Horticulture, Agricultural Science and Natural Resources, Gorgan, Iran
2 Association of Medicinal Plants of Golestan Province
3Agriculture and Natural Resources Research Center
4 Department of Horticulture, Agricultural Organization (Jahad) of Golestan Province
5 Department of Agricultural Extension, Agricultural Organization (Jahad) of Golestan Province
®Women's Affairs Governor of Golestan Province
"Bostaneh Medicinal Plants Corporation, Gorgan, Iran
Abstract

Social entrepreneurship means identifying an opportunity with efficient use of resources in
order to attract society's talents to improve knowledge, economy and encourage to change
attitude of society. The variability of climate in Golestan province has made a diverse
vegetation in the aforesaid province and so far 409 species of medicinal plants belonging to
95 plant families in this area has been identified. According to growth potential of medicinal
plants in the province, medicinal plants committee was formed in 2011 to determine the
priority of the important medicinal plants cultivation. The members of this committee
include: universities, Jihad Organization and agricultural research organizations, private
producer and industry of medicinal plants. As a result of committee's meetings, 22 medicinal
plants with high priority were identified. Based on the offer of Bostaneh Medicinal Plants
Corporation, Women’s Affair of Golestan Governor and the Golestan province Association
of Medicinal Plants, the social entrepreneurship committee was formed. This committee
consisted of Jahade-Keshavarzi Organization (Horticulture and Extension Departments),
Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (Entrepreneurship
Department and Research Affairs), General Office of Education of Golestan Province, Parks
and Green Spaces Organization of Gorgan Municipality. The purpose of this research was to
empowerment the rural women and making new job opportunities and sustainable
development in villages. For this purpose and in 2016, two villages were selected and 20 of
rural women were trained regard for growing medicinal plants and Lemon balm. The final
product was delivered to Bostaneh Medicinal Plants Corporation. According to the rural
people satisfaction and successful experience from the last year of corporation of
Agricultural Organization (Jahad) of Golestan Province and Department of Education 4
villages and 5 Educational Units which had tendency to cultivate medicinal plants were
identified and the procedure of medicinal plants cultivation and harvesting was taught. The
total number of applicants in these fields are 60 persons except educational units. The
cultivable plants are: Stevia, Melissa, Lemon Balm, Peppermint, Rose, Thyme, Borage and
Echinacea.

Keywords: Social Entrepreneurship, Medicinal Plants, Medicinal Plants Association of
Golestan Province
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