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Abstract

Rhus coriaria, the only species of the Rhus genus occurring in Iran, is a large shrub or small tree (1-
3 m high), with pinnately compound leaves, greenish-white flowers in dense panicles and brown to red
fruits, from which the spice is derived. Sumac fruits obtained from different locations in the Iran were
found to vary in size, shape and colour. The fruit core 50% of the weight of the whole frouits. Rhus
coriaria contains a wide range of medicinally active components including organic acids, phenolic acids,
flavonoids, anthocyanins, hydrolyzable tannins and terpenoids. The oil content of the Sumac fruit
collected from different locations ranged from 1/35 % (Yazd) to 3/34 % (Arasbaran). Whereas oil
contents of Arasbaran, Kashmar, Yazd, Gonabad, SardAbad, Yasuj, Qom, Torbat, Paveh, Maraghe,
Kerman, Neyshaboor,Tehran, Tovrivar and Sofichai were 3/34%, 1/20%, 1/35%, 1/78%, 1/57%, 1/35%,
1/65%, 1/37%, 1/65%, 1/66%, 1/74%, 2/67%, 2/80%, 1/96%, 2/52% respectively.
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