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A variety of seed and soil- borne diseases are prevalent in potato fields of
Fars province. In a survey conducted during 1999, 180 random piant and soil
samples were collected from the main growing areas of the province; e.g.
Daryon, Dehbid and Eghlid. Viral diseases were excluded from the samples.
Seed-borne bacterial diseases incited by Ralstonia solanacearum and
Clavibacter michiganensis subsp. sepedonicus were highly incidental and not
included in the samples,

A more uniform occurrence of diseases were encountered for Black dot
incited by Colletotrichum coccodes av. 5.3%; Blackleg and stem rot by Erwinia
$pp 7.3%; Fusarium wilt by Fusarium spp. 2.6%; and Rhizoctonia canker by
Rhizoctonia solani 1.6%. However symptoms of Verticillium wilt (early dying)
were more prevalent in the fields. In the assessment Verticilliurm spp. were
isolated from 18.3% of the samples. However plants with sever wilt syndroms
accomparnied by other soil- brone pathogens as follows: Fus. + Erw.3%; Vert
+ Coll. 14.6%; Vert. + Erw. 16.7%; Ver. + Fus. 12.3; Vert. + Rhizoc. 10%;
Vert. + Coll. + Erw. + 2.6%; Vert.+ Fus + Erw. 3.3%; Vert. + Rhizoc. + Fus.
+ Erw. 1.6%; Vert. + Coll. + Fus. + Ew. 1%.

Soil samples and stained roots were examined for the presence of parasitic
nematode. Low population (1-10/100 gr soil) of endoparasites; Meloidogyne
spp. was assessed in 0.6%; and Pratylenchus neglecrus in 11.6% of soil samples.

The data indicate nematode diseases are not important in Fars province.



