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Application of Girdling for improving fruit size and quality of Hayward kiwifruit
(Actinidia deliciosa cv. ‘Hayward’)

Reyhaneh Aminifar *, Mahmood Ghasemnezhad?,
¥ Msc Student, Department of Horticultural Science, University of Guilan, Rasht.
2 Associate Professor, University of Guilan, Rasht.
“Corresponding Author: Reyhaneh.aminifar@gmail.com

Abstract

Improving fruit size followed by increasing dry matter percentage is the main goal of Kiwifruit growers in the
world. Therefore, in this study effect of girdling in different times on improving fruit size, dry matter percentage
and other qualitative characteristics in Hayward Kiwifruit was investigated. The results showed that spring
girdling could increase significantly fruit weight (29%) as compared to ungirding control vine. But vine girdling
during autumn decrease fruit firmness as compared to control and other treatments. Total soluble solid content
of fruits in summer and autumn girdling was significantly higher, 7.9 and 7.4 percent respectively. Overall,
kiwifruit vine girdling during summer could improve dry matter until international market consumer preference
range (more than 17%). However, fruits with extra grade (more than 90 gram) were found in spring girdling,
meanwhile these fruits have enough firmness with good dry matter (minimum acceptable 15%).

Keywords: Vineyard, export, dry matter, fruit firmness
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