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Superior Thorny and Thornless Cultivars from Long Time
Collection and Evaluation of Mazandaran Germplasms via Breeding
Program
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Abstract

Rubus species due to their high adaptability and antioxidant are considerable. Southern strip
of Caspian Sea included large diversity of blackberry and hosted foreign cultivars due to its
suitable climate. This project performed to collection and evaluation of wild and breeded
blackberry germplasm since 2013 and resulted to establishment of SANRU blackberry germplasm.
Primary evaluations showed thorny and thornless floricane cultivars introduced to germplasm, in
addition of wild species. Thorn of wild and breeded genotypes was important trait based on
morphological evaluations. Early, mid and late ripening cultivars as selection from wild germplasm
showed improved thorn characteristic. Positive and significant correlation of thorn trait to time of
flowering and fruit quality explained the challenge. Also, thornless blackberries evaluated and at
least three cultivars distinct based on chimera type and fruit color. Evaluation of cultivars under
different climate via different years is under planning.
Keywords: collection, morphologic evaluation, wild, cultivar, thorn
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