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Abstract

Apricot fruit have a short shelf life due to high respiration rate and the aims of this study has been
designed to improve storage potential of apricot fruit. In this study the effect of various polymer
films such as polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polyethylene (LDPE) and axially oriented polypropylene
(OPP) with the same size (20 x 20 cm) porous and non-porous were evaluated on quality and shelf
life of apricot. The quantity and quality of apricot fruit were measured at pre-packaging and two
times during storage (15 and 35 days after storage) periods. The results indicated that plastic films
had significant effect on apricot fruit quality parameters such as firmness, weight loss, sugar, pH,
acidity and ascorbic acid in different time the storage period and the fruits that packed with OPP
plastic films had highest amount of sugar, acid and ascorbic acid, and the maximum fruit firmness
was observed in fruits that packed with LDP and finally the fruits covered with PV C had the highest
pH and maximum weight loss, therefore the fruit quality dropped sharply by increasing the time of
storage.
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