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Abstract

Date bunch fading disorder is One of the most important issues that palm growers are faced in
decades and have caused high and Non-compensable losses to Date palm product. Although many
studies have been carried out for finding causes and methods to mitigate bunch fading disorder-
induced losses but the precise factor(s) responsible for this disorder has not been found yet and
practices which can inhibit it completely are not presented. Increased temperature and lowered RH
have been mentioned as factors responsible for inducing this disorder, other probable factors are biotic
stresses especialy fungal infections. Present research was carried out to determine the effects of
climatical factors on date bunch fading disorder. For this purpose, teen gardens of Kabkab cultivar
with a history of previous infection was selected in Dalaki town of Bushehr province during 2012-
2014. In each garden 20 trees and in each tree 100 fruits were selected. Number of faded and non-
faded fruits were counted and disorder percentage were calculated. The daily meteorological datawere
recorded of meteorological stations near to the experimental location. Results showed that increase in
temperature and decrease the relative humidity affected date bunch fading disorder. As it was
concluded that augmented temperatures and lowered RH lead to higher evaporation from fruits surface
and if the unfavorable conditions continue, it eventually leads to fruit wilting.

Key words: Date palm, Fading disorder , Climatical factors, Kabkab cultivar, Bushehr.



