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Evaluation of growth pattern and physicochemical changes during ber fruitsripening
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Abstract

Evaluation of growth and development pattern of fruitsis a subject of interest to plant physiologists
and horticultural researchers and may also be of economic importance for understanding the
associated problems. This study was undertaken to ascertain the fruit development in the Ber fruit.
Fruits were harvested at 14 days intervals during a 85 days growth cycle and evaluated for fresh
weight, surface color change, total phenol and activities of superoxide dismutase, catalase, ascorbate
peroxidase and polyphenol oxidase. fruits exhibited a double sigmoid growth pattern. Lightness
decreased with fruit maturity. Changes in the activities of superoxide dismutase, catalase, ascorbate

peroxidase and polyphenol oxidase during ripening indicated that the antioxidative system plays a
fundamental rolein the ripening of ber fruits.

Key words: Ber, ripening, antioxidative enzymes



