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Abstract

Nepeta is one of the largest genera of the Lamiaceae, and Iran is one of the main centers of origin
of this genus. Severa Nepeta spp. are used in Iranian folk medicine as diuretic, diaphoretic,
antitussive, antispasmodic, anti-asthmatic, febrifuge and sedative. Activity on central nervous system,
antibacterial, antifungal, antiviral and antioxidant activities are some of the reported biological
activities from secondary metabolites of this genus. As the importance of genus Nepeta and its
secondary metabolites, a study was done for phytochemical and molecular evaluation of some
accessions of this genus in Iran, for future usage in breeding programmes, and also cultivation and
domestication programmes. This report is presented as a part of the results of preliminary stages of
this study, and as the first report of establishment of 33 accessions of Iranian Nepeta species, N.
kotschyi, N. cataria, N. menthoides and N. crassifolia, in West of Tehran during 2012 May until the
end of 2013 November. Growth rate of plants on farm, times of preparation of plants for harvesting at
70% full flowering stage in one year to use in phytochemical evaluations, seed production, and
morphologic and phenologic data harvesting, show the good adaptation of accessions in West of
Tehran.

Key wor ds. Nepeta spp., Lamiaceae, Accession, Establishment, West of Tehran



