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Abstract

Salinity continues to be a magjor factor in reduced crop productivity and profit in many arid and
semi-arid regions, despite the advanced management techniques developed in recent decades. For
example, Yeo (1999) estimates that >20% of the irrigated land worldwide has been serioudy affected
by salinity. Attempts to increase salinity tolerance of sensitive crops by traditional breeding have not
been very successful due to the physiologica and genetic complexity of salt tolerance in plants
(Flowers, 2004). While these efforts await implementation under field conditions, it is important to
develop more conventional methods, which will enable high crop production under saline conditions
in the near future. One such method consists of grafting salt-sensitive species onto more tolerant
rootstocks. Recently, the grafting of vegetable plants has become more common, and various methods
and machines for vegetable grafting have been devel oped.

Key words: Grafting, rootstock, scion, salinity



