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Abstract

Because of along history of cultivation as well as propagation by seed, many variants of Mexican
lime [Citrus aurantifolia (Christm) Swingle] have emerged in south citrus growing regions of Iran. In
this study, genetic variation in 28 lime-like accessions from five regions of south of Iran, and their
relatedness with other 19 citrus cultivars were analyzed using ISSR markers. Seven ISSR primers
were used for allele scoring. In total, 114 ISSR polymorphic aleles were detected. Both UPGMA
cluster analyses and principal components analyses of ISSR data showed that most of the lime-like
accessions (19) had hybrid origin rather than being nucellar of Mexican lime (9). The variants may be
used to select resistant or tolerant genotypes against biotic constricts like Witches Broom Disease of
Lime which destroyed too many treesin the regions.
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