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Abstract

The growing use of medicina and aromatic plants (MAP) and special attention of international
community to MAP in recent years has led researchers to explore various aspects of the plants more
often. These efforts involve a wide range of issues including: protecting endangered species,
cultivation and domestication, optimizing production and post-harvest operations in the colleges of
agriculture and natural resources and their use in the treatment of diseases in humans and animals in
medical schools, pharmaceutical and veterinary systems. These activities are also rapidly advancing.
In this context, increasing the qualitative properties of MAP, which is the improvement of quantity
and quality of active ingredients of MAP is one of the most important issues and the most researchers
in the field of production and primary processing of MAP face to them. This activitiesis necessary for
supplying of the raw materia need to pharmaceutical industries for production of standards
pharmaceutical products. It is clear that breeding activities accompanied to the cultural practices has a
unigue role in improving the performance and increasing of quantity and quality of active ingredients
of MAP. A glance to the published articles in scientific journals and scientific conferences suggests
that currently the majority of studies in our country have focused on agricultural operation of MAP.
Thisis while according to Vavilov theory, Iran is one of the eight center of world's plant diversity. In
this key lecture, the necessity of MAP breeding with emphasis on indigenous genetic resources,
pharmaceutical industries requirements and aso cultural practices especialy mechanization
production of MAP will discussed in detail. Future vision and policies with respect to the National
Development Documents of MAP will be offered.

K ey words: Breeding, Selection, Active ingredient, Plant natural resources
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